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"TTo  the  Chairman  and  £%Cembers  of  the  Lanchester  T^ural 

District  Council. 


Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  pleasure  in  submitting  my  first  Annual  Report.  In  accor¬ 
dance  with  the  Ministry  of  Health’s  requirements  this  takes  the  form 
of  a  survey  report  and  so  far  as  the  records  available  permit,  it  has 
followed  the  instructions  in  Circular  648. 

I  commenced  my  duties  here  on  September  1st,  1925,  and  the 
greater  part  of  the  work  outlined  was  performed  under  the  supervision 
of  the  Acting  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  Dr.  Robertson. 

Smallpox  appeared  in  the  district  in  common  with  many  other 
parts  of  the  County  during  1925  and  has  considerably  interfered  with 
ordinary  routine  work. 

The  comparitively  high  infant  mortality  rate  which  is  the  highest 
recorded  since  1922  is  a  subject  for  consideration. 

Meat  and  Food  inspection  cannot  be  regarded  as  satisfactory,  as  a 
comparison  of  the  amount  of  unsound  meat  and  food  condemned  in 
your  area,  with  that  in  adjacent  areas  shows  discrepencies  which  cannot 
be  overlooked  unless  we  assume  that  this  particular  district  is  much 
more  fortunate  in  this  respect,  than  others. 

There  still  remains  a  considerable  shortage  of  houses,  in  spite  of 
your  efforts  to  cope  with  this  difficulty. 

This  is  reflected  in  the  application  list,  and  in  the  cases  of  over¬ 
crowding  reported  to  us. 

Vv  here  cases  of  Tuberculosis  are  living  under  overcrowded  con¬ 
ditions  it  is  of  particular  importance  not  only  from  the  point  of  view 
of  patients  themselves  but  that  of  those  living  with  them,  that  every 
effort  should  be  made  to  relieve  these  conditions. 

I  take  this  opportunity  of  thanking  all  members  of  your  staff  for 
their  kindness  and  assistance  and  you  Gentlemen  for  your  interest  in 
and  support  of  Public  Health  Work. 

I  am  Gexitlemen, 

Yours  faithfully, 

JOHN  G.  WALKER. 
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NATURAL  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF 

THE  AREA. 


SUMMARY  OF  GENERAL  AND  VITAL  STATISTICS. 


Area  in  Acres 
Population  (Census  1921) 

Population  est.  by  Registrar  General,  1925  ... 

No.  of  Inhabited  Houses,  1921 

No.  of  Inhabited  Houses,  1925 

No.  of  Families  or  separate  occupiers,  1921  ... 

Rateable  Value  ... 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate 
Births  during  1925  ...  825.  Birth-rate 

Deaths  during  1925  ...  404.  Death-rate 

Infant  Mortality  Rate 
Tuberculosis  Death-rate  — 

Pulmonary  ...  0-57  Non-Pulmonary 


50,653 
34,460 
36,090 
6,419 
7,392 
6,680 
,£189,899 
.£791 
...  22*8 
...  11T 

93*3 

...  0’49 


The  area  of  the  district  remains  at  50,653  acres  no  change  having 
occurred  since  the  Public  Enquiry  of  1919.  The  district  is  hilly  in 
character  a  ridge  running  from  East  to  West  divides  it  into  two  unequal 
portions  the  ridge  being  taken  up  by  Urban  Districts. 


From  this  ridge  hills  and  valleys  extend  North  and  South  in  the 
Rural  District.  The  surface  consists  of  sand,  shale,  sandstone  and  clay 
overlying  the  upper  layers  of  the  coal  measures.  The  chief  industries 
in  the  area  are  coal-mining,  with  its  associated  by-products,  brick¬ 
making  and  agriculture.  During  the  year  under  review  trade  depression 
and  labour  disputes  have  been  unprecedented  resulting  in  the  following 
high  amounts  of  Poor  Law  Relief. 

Poor  Law  Relief  Paid  in  Lanchester  Rural  District. 

Total. 


Year  ending. 

Dec.  31  st,  1925 
Dec.  31st,  1924 


Ordinary. 

,£8,016/15/5 

,£5,256/6/3 


Unemployment. 

^£37 ,576/1/11 
.£782/14/6 


^£45,592/17/4 

,£6,039/0/9 


VITAL  STATISTICS 
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(a)  POPULATION. — The  estimated  population  of  the  Lanchester 
Rural  District  by  the  Registrar  General  at  mid-year,  1925,  was  36,090. 
This  figure  is  taken  as  a  basis  for  calculation.  It  is  based  on  the 
u  adjusted”  population  fcr  1921,  after  allowing  for  the  rate  of  natural 
increase,  i.e.  excess  of  births  over  deaths,  and  the  balance  between 
emigration  and  immigration  as  ascertained  from  various  sources. 

(5)  BIRTHS — Birth-Rate.  The  number  of  births  recorded 
during  the  year  was  825.  This  is  equivalent  to  a  birth-rate  of  22*8 
per  1000  of  the  population.  The  average  rate  for  England  and  Wales 
for  the  same  period  is  18*3,  and  for  Durham  County  23*9. 

The  Annual  rates  for  the  last  five  years  are  shown  in  the  following 
table : — 


Year. 

No.  of  Births. 

Birth-rate. 

England  & 

1921 

929 

27-9 

22*4 

1922 

838 

24-0 

20*6 

1923 

860 

24  T 

19*7 

1924 

907 

25*5 

18*8 

1925 

825 

22-8 

18*3 

Distribution  (Sexes :  Legitimacy). 


Births. 

Males. 

Female. 

Total. 

Legitimate 

408 

377 

785 

Illegitimate 

15 

25 

40 

Total 

423 

402 

825 

The  proportion  of  male  to  female  births  is  as  1000  is  to  950. 

The  percentage  of  illegitimate  births  was  4*8  compared  with  4*8 
for  1921,  4*5  for  1922,  4*6  for  1923,  and  4*5  for  1924. 

There  has  been  a  continuous  decline  in  the  birth-rate  throughout 
the  country  for  the  last  50  years.  Lanchester  Rural  District  still  shows 
a  comparatively  high  rate  compared  with  the  rest  of  the  country. 


bn 
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(c)  DEATHS. — 404  deaths  occurred  during  the  year  giving  a 
death-rate  11*1  per  1000  of  the  population.  The  death-rate  for  England 
and  Wales  for  the  same  period  was  12*2,  and  that  for  Durham  County 
12-6. 

The  death-rates  for  the  last  five  years  in  Lanchester  Rural  District 
were  : — 


Year, 

No.  of  Deaths. 

Rate. 

1921 

382 

Ill 

1922 

422 

12*1 

1923 

358 

10*0 

1924 

432 

12-1 

1925 

404 

11*1 

The  rate  11*1  compared  with  that  of  1T2  for  157  small  towns  is 
satisfactory,  and  would  have  been  better  still,  but  for  the  high  infantile 
mortality  rate  933  compared  with  74  per  thousand  in  the  towns 
•  referred  to. 

Causes  of  Death. — These  are  shown  in  the  following  table  .* — 

77  of  the  recorded  deaths  were  infants  under  one  year  of  age. 
This  is  about  19  0  per  cent  of  the  total  deaths.  Tuberculosis 
caused  39  deaths  or  about  9-6  per  cent  of  the  total.  Bronchitis, 
Pneumonia,  and  other  respiratory  diseases  caused  80  deaths,  or  about 
19*5  per  cent  of  the  total.  Cancer  caused  30  deaths.  210  of  the  total 
deaths  occurred  in  males  and  194  in  females. 

Deaths  from  Cancer  during  the  last  five  years,  in  the  Lanchester 
Rural  District : — 


Year 

No.  of  Deaths. 

Peicentage  of 
Total  Deaths. 

Cancer  mortality 
per  1000  Population. 

1921  ... 

20 

5*2 

0*58 

1922  ... 

26 

6*1 

0*74 

1923  ... 

26 

7*2 

0  73 

1924  ... 

35 

8*1 

0  98 

1925  ... 

30 

7*4 

0*83 

8 


Cancer  mortality  has  been  a  steadily  increasing  factor  in  death 
returns  during  recent  years.  The  figures  for  the  past  dve  years  are 
given  in  the  above  table,  and  it  will  be  seen  that  youi  district  shares  in 
this  general  increase  in  the  Cancer  death-rate.  Public  Health  measures 
to  combat  this  appears  to  lie  in  disseminating  knowledge  concerning 
the  so  called  precancerous  stage — ulcers  of  the  face,  tongue,  stomach, 
leg,  etc.  which  sometimes  become  cancerous,  and  proper  treatment 
should  be  undergone  to  prevent  this.  Much  can  be  done  by  the  public 
themselves  by  consulting  their  doctor  early —  especially  in  regard  to 
suspicious  growths,  lumps  in  the  breast,  continued  discharge  from  the 
womb,  etc.  Cleanliness  of  the  teeth  is  important.  Workers  in  Tar, 
Paraffin,  and  Soot  should  be  particularly  careful  as  these  substances 
are  specially  irritant  to  the  skin. 
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Causes  of  Death. 

Males. 

Females. 

All  Causes  ... 

210 

194 

Measles 

7 

4 

Scarlet  Fever 

0 

3 

Whooping  Cough 

3 

1 

Influenza 

7 

3 

Encephalitis  Lethargica 

0 

2 

Meingococcal  Meningitis 

0 

1 

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System 

11 

10 

Other  Tubercular  Diseases  ... 

7 

11 

Cancer,  Malignant  Disease  ... 

13 

17 

Rheumatic  Fever... 

4 

3 

Diabetes 

1 

1 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage,  &c.  ... 

10 

15 

Heart  Disease 

17 

17 

Arterio-Sclerosis  ... 

9 

o 

6 

Bronchitis 

15 

9 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

31 

19 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases  ... 

2 

4 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  or  Duodenum 

1 

1 

Diarrhoea,  &c.,  (under  2  years) 

3 

4 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver 

0 

2 

Acute  and  Chronic  Neperitis... 

2 

7 

Other  Diseases  of  Pregnancy 

0 

1 

Congenital  Debility,  Premature 

Birth,  Ac.  ... 

21 

11 

Suicide 

1 

0 

Other  Deaths  from  Violence  ... 

8 

6 

Other  defined  Diseases 

37 

39 

Cause  Ill-defined  or  unknown 

0 

0 

i 

IC 


Deaths  from  Principal  Epidemic  Diseases. — The  seven 

principal  epidemic  diseases  caused  25  deaths  as  follows  : — 


Measles  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 

Whooping  Cough  ...  ...  ...  4 

Diarrhoea  and  enteritis  (under  2  years)  ..  7 

Diphtheria  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

Scarlet  Fever  ..  ...  ...  ...  3 

“  Fever  ”  (Enteric,  typhus,  simple  continued)  0 
Smallpox  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 


This  corresponds  to  a  Zymotic  Death-rate  of  0*69  per  1000  of  the 
population,  compared  with  the  average  rate  of  T03  for  the  County  of 
Durham. 


I  I 

INFANTILE  MORTALITY. 

77  deaths  occurred  in  infants  under  one  year  of  age  during  1925. 
This  gives  an  infant  mortality  rate  of  93’3  per  1000  births,  compared 
with  75  for  England  and  Wales  and  99  for  the  County  of  Durham. 
The  rates  in  Lanchester  Rural  District  for  the  last  five  years  are  as 
follows : — 


1921 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

10T8 

1922 

•  • 

940 

1923 

.  •  • 

•  •  • 

78-0 

1924 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

76-0 

1925 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

93-3 

After  the  encouraging  progressive  reduction  in  the  Infant  Mortality 
rate  during  the  last  few  years  this  figure  cannot  be  regarded  as  satis¬ 
factory.  Whilst  the  average  rate  for  England  and  Wales  remains  the 
same  as  in  the  previous  year  that  in  the  Rural  District  shows  a  distinct 
increase,  and  whilst  it  compares  favourably  with  the  average  rate  for 
the  County  of  Durham,  is  by  no  means  what  it  should  be.  The  fact 
that  there  were  32  deaths  of  infants  due  to  congenital  debility,  malfor¬ 
mation  or  premature  birth,  points  to  the  provision  of  well  organised 
ante-natal  services,  an  increasing  factor  in  the  County  Scheme  of  Ma¬ 
ternity  and  Child  Welfare  Work.  Other  causes  contributing  to  this 
high-rate  are  the  privations  consequent  upon  unemployment,  unhealthy 
and  overcrowded  dwellings,  and  the  appalling  ignorance  and  careless¬ 
ness  on  the  part  of  some  Mothers  in  regard  to  correct  feeding  of  infants. 

It  is  to  be  trusted  that  this  set  back  is  only  a  temporary  matter 
and  will  encourage  the  Voluntary  workers,  and  all  concerned  to  greater 
efforts  to  reach  a  figure  which  can  be  regarded  with  more  satisfaction. 
In  connection  with  cases  of  overcrowding  I  would  urge  that  the  utmost 
co-operation  be  given  by  the  District  Council  to  assist  the  County 
Health  Authority  in  cases  reported  by  their  Health  Visitors. 

CAUSES  OF  SICKNESS: — During  the  five  years  period  under 
review  the  outstanding  feature  has  been  the  continued  industrial  depres¬ 
sion  which  commencing  with  the  unfortunate  coal  strike  in  1921  has 


more  or  less  continued  up  to  the  present  time.  This  continued  period 
of  depression,  unemployment  and  industrial  disputes  is  unfavourable 
from  the  Public  Health  as  from  other  points  of  view.  Privation  and 
mal-nutrition  follow  as  a  consequence  and  these  in  turn  are  directly 
conducive  to  high  infant  mortality  rates,  and  a  lowering  of  resistance  to 
disease  below  that  of  the  normal  individual. 

Influenza  appears  to  have  been  the  only  notable  disease  present 
during  the  period  under  review  having  appeared  in  the  early  months  of 
each  year.  It  has  fortunately  been  of  a  mild  type  but  never-the-less 
with  a  large  attack  rate. 


GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH 
SERVICES  IN  THE  AREA. 


Summary  of  Hospitals  auailable  for  Treatment  of  Patients 
resident  in  the  Lanchester  Rural  District. 

1.  TUBERCULOSIS. — Sanatoria  are  provided  in  various  parts  of 
the  County  by  the  County  Council.  There  are  none  in  your  area. 

2.  MATERNITY. — The  Richard  Murray  Hospital,  Blackhill  has 
17  beds  available  tor  obstretric  cases.  These  are  provided  by  the 
County  Council.  There  is  no  Maternity  Hospital  in  the  area. 

3.  CHILDREN. — The  Richard  Murray  Hospital.  Blackhill,  and 
the  Children’s  Hospital,  Newcastle-on-Tyne  and  the  County  Hospital, 
Durham,  are  available  for  cases  residing  in  your  area. 

4.  FEVER. — Three  Isolation  Hospitals  tor  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever, 
Diphtheria,  Typhoid  Fever,  etc.,  are  available.  These  are  provided  by 
the  Lanchester  Joint  Hospital  Board,  the  Lanchester  Rural  District 
Council  being  one  of  the  Constituent  Authorities. 

Langley  Park  Hospital.— Available  for  cases  of  infectious  dis¬ 
eases  (except  Smallpox)  and  chiefly  Scarlet  Fever  and  Diphtheria.  It 
is  situated  at  Langley  Park  in  the  Parish  of  Esh,  and  can  accommodate 
64  patients. 

Villa  Real  Hospital. — For  similar  purpose.  It  is  situated  in 
the  Parish  of  Medomsley,  and  can  accommodate  58  patients. 

Tanfield  Hospital — Also  for  similar  cases  is  situated  in  the 
area  of  the  Tanfield  Urban  District  Council. 

5.  SMALLPOX. — A  Smallpox  Isolation  Hospital  is  provided  by 
the  above  Joint  Board — Maiden  Law  Smallpox  Hospital,  Lanchester. 
This  has  been  extended  during  the  year,  and  has  accommodation  for 
16  patients,  although  necessity  has  compelled  exceeding  this  figure 
during  the  present  epidemic. 


6.  OTHER  HOSPITALS  available  for  the  District  are — 


(a)  The  Consett  Iron  Company’s  Infirmary,  Consett,  which 

provides  treatment  for  cases  of  accident  occurring  in  their 
Collieries. 

(b)  The  Royal  Victoria  Infirmary,  Newcastle-on-Tyne. 

(c)  The  Lanchester  Union  Hospital  which  fulfils  the  needs 

of  the  Poor  Law  Hospital. 

(d)  The  Richard  Murray  Hospital,  Blackhill,  is  also  avail¬ 
able  for  your  area. 

(e)  The  Durham  County  Hospital,  Durham. 

No  Institutional  provision  except  Poor  Law  is  available  for  un¬ 
married  mothers,  illegitimate  infants,  or  homeless  children  within  the  area. 

AMBULANCE  LACILITIES. — Infectious  cases  are  dealt  with 
by  the  motor  ambulance  service  of  the  Lanchester  Joint  Hospital  Board 
one  ambulance  being  reserved  specially  for  cases  of  Smallpox. 

Accidents  and  non-infectious  cases  are  dealt  with  by  the  St.  John’s 
Ambulance  Association,  most  Collieries  in  the  area  have  their  own 
ambulance  facilities. 

CLINICS  AND  TREATMENT  CENTRES. 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Centres  are  provided  by  the  County 
Council  at  Consett,  Langley  Park,  Cragbead,  Burnhope  and  Esh  Win¬ 
ning.  These  are  well  attended  and  are  doing  much  useful  work  in 
combating  the  high  infantile  mortality  rate. 

Tuberculosis  Dispensaries. — Two  Dispensaries  are  provided  by 
the  County  Council  one  in  Consett,  and  another  at  Stanley.  Excellent 
preventative  and  curative  work  is  performed  and  the  co-operation  of 
their  District  Health  Visitors,  particularly  with  regard  to  overcrowding 
in  the  homes  of  Tubercular  patients,  is  much  appreciated  in  this  depart¬ 
ment.  It  is  a  matter  of  regret  that  all  the  cases  cannot  be  relieved 
owing  to  the  scarcity  of  houses.  To  ensure  the  success  of  these 
County  Schemes  it  is  essential  that  the  Local  Authority  co-operate  to 
their  utmost  ability  especially  in  regard  to  cases  of  overcrowding. 
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It  cannot  be  to  strongly  emphasised  that  the  provision  of  Dispen¬ 
saries,  Hospitals  and  Sanatoria  will  do  little  to  stamp  out  Tuberculosis, 
unless  at  the  same  time  thorough  attention  is  paid  to  the  domestic  and 
sanitary  conditions  under  which  the  population  is  living. 

Venereal  Diseases. — Treatment  centres  available  for  this  Area 
are  provided  under  the  County  Council’s  Scheme  at  Newcastle-on-Tyne 
and  at  Durham. 

School  Clintcs. — Are  provided  by  the  County  Council  in  Medom- 
sley  Road,  Consett  where  treatment  of  Minor  Ailments  is  carried  out. 
Provision  is  made  there  for  Dental  Treatment,  and  also  for  sight-testing. 
Much  useful  work  is  done  for  the  Health  of  the  School  Children  of  the 
District. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICERS  OF  LOCAL  AUTHORITY. 

John  G.  Walker,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C  P.,  D  P.H.,  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  (whole  time)  for  the  joint  Areas  of  the  Consett  U.D.C.  and 
Lanchester  R.D.C. 

J.  R.  Lupton,  Cert.  R.S.I.  Surveyor  and  Sanitary  Inspector. 
(Southern  District.) 

G.  W.  Westgarth,  Cert  R.S.I.,  M.Inst.M.  and  Cy.F.,  Surveyor 
and  Sanitary  Inspector.  (Western  District.) 

T.  J.  M.  Ripley,  Cert.  R.S.I.,  Assistant  Surveyor  and  Sanitary 
Inspector. 

A.  M.  Fletcher,  Clerk. 

Four  Lady  Health  Visitors  appointed  and  paid  by  the  County 
Council  operate  in  the  District. 

In  connection  with  the  appointments  of  Sanitary  Inspectors  I  would 
recommend  that,  in  view  of  the  increased  volume  of  work  thrown  on  to 
the  Sanitary  Department  by  Legislation  during  recent  years,  any  future 
appointments  or  re-arrangement  of  officers  made,  be  so  designed  as  to 
secure  the  services  of  Whole-time  Sanitary  Inspectors. 


The  District  is  too  large  and  the  time  spent  in  travelling  too  long  for 
all  the  duties  that  fall  to  the  lot  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector  to  be  per¬ 
formed  satisfactorily  under  the  present  system  of  dual  capacities. 

PROFESSIONAL  NURSING  IN  THE  HOME.— 

District  Nurses  are  available  for  Nursing,  Medical  and  Surgical 
cases  in  the  homes  at  Burnhope,  Esh  Winning  and  Hamsterley  Colliery. 
The  services  of  these  ladies  is  of  great  value,  and  the  extension  of  such 
services  worthy  of  every  support. 

THE  HEALTH  VISITORS  referred  to  previously  have  specific 
duties  in  home  visiting  in  connection  with  the  various  County  Public 
Health  Schemes. 
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BYE-LAWS  : — 


Slaughter  Houses  .. 

Prevention  of  Nuisances... 
Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops 
New  Streets  and  Buildings 


Revised  1925 


1900 

1900 


Revised  1925 


ROADS.  — A  considerable  amount  of  work  has  been  done  in  this 
connection,  both  under  the  Private  Street  Works  Act  1892,  and  by 
private  property  owners  -  especially  in  Ebchester,  Cornsay,  Quebec, 
Craghead,  Burnhope  and  Derwentside  during  the  last  five  years,  effect¬ 
ing  great  Sanitary  progress  in  the  places  concerned.  There  still  re¬ 
mains  scope  for  improvement  in  this  respect,  especially  with  regard  to 
surface  drainage  and  paving  of  back  streets.  Considering  the  use  made 
of  these  as  playgrounds  for  the  rising  generation  such  measures  would 
constitute  real  Sanitary  Reform. 
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SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES 
OF  THE  AREA. 

WATER. — The  water  supply  to  your  Council’s  Area  is  under  the 
control  of  the  Durham  County  Water  Board,  who  took  over  the 
properties  of  the  private  Water  Company  in  1920.  The  water  comes 
from  the  Uplands  of  the  Waskerley  Moors,  and  has  been  plentiful  and 
of  good  quality.  A  constant  supply  is  maintained,  Improvements  of 
an  extensive  nature  have  been  carried  out  by  the  Board  in  recent  years 
with  a  view  to  augmenting  the  supplies.  About  92  per  cent  of  houses 
in  the  Area  are  connected  up  to  the  water  mains,  the  remainder  are 
isolated  houses  and  supplied  from  wells  and  springs. 

RIVERS  AND  STREAMS. — The  only  point  of  interest  in 
connection  with  pollution  occurs  in  regard  to  the  Pont  Burn.  This  is 
dealt  with  under  Drainage  and  Sewerage. 

DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE. — All  the  villages  are  provided 
with  Sewers,  and  extensions  to  Sewers  have  been  made  for  the  Garden 
Village  site,  Craghead,  the  Council’s  Housing  site,  Langley  Park,  the 
Council’s  Housing  site,  Esh  Winning,  a  sewer  to  the  new  Disposal 
Works  at  Burnhope,  a  sewer  to  the  new  Disposal  Works  at  Medomsley 
Edge,  the  Villa  Real  sewer,  and  the  extension  to  the  sewer  for  Delves 
Bungalows,  Knitsley. 

Sewage  Disposal  Works  are  provided  for  most  of  the  villages, 
where  works  are  not  available  the  sewage  is  treated  on  land  by  broad 
irrigation.  At  Burnhope  Colliery,  new  sewage  disposal  works  have 
been  provided  in  place  of  the  broad  irrigation  system,  these  works  deal 
with  the  sewage  from  about  700  houses,  and  consist  of  a  series  of 
settling  tanks,  and  2  circular  filters  60  feet  in  diameter,  land  being 
available  for  the  storm  overflow. 

For  the  Council’s  Houses  at  Langley  Park  a  settling  tank  has  been 
provided,  and  the  effluent  irrigated  over  the  land. 

At  Craghead,  (Middles  Area)  new  tanks,  and  a  circular  filter  of 
the  percolation  type  has  been  provided  to  deal  with  the  sewage  from 
the  Garden  Village  houses. 


Additions  are  being  made  to  the  Craghead  sewage  works,  so  as  to 
bring  these  works  up  to  modern  requirements,  and  to  deal  more 
effectively  with  the  volume  of  sewage  which  has  increased  during  the 
last  five  years. 

Delves  Bungalows. — From  1920  to  1925,  300  Houses  were  built 
by  the  Consett  Iron  Co.  During  the  period  of  erection  and  as  the 
houses  wese  occupied,  the  sewage  was  discharged  on  to  3  acres  of  land. 

In  1924  Sewage  Disposal  Works,  consisting  of  two  Settling  tanks, 
two  primary,  and  two  secondary  filters,  fitted  with  revolving  sprinklers, 
w^re  provided  near  Knitsley  Station  The  works  were  constructed  to 
deal  with  the  sewage  from  300  houses  including  those  built  prior  to 
1920,  consequently  it  will  be  necessary  to  make  extensions  in  the  near 
future. 

Medomsley  Edge. — -126  houses  with  3  separate  sewage  outlets  on 
land  have  been  linked  up  by  one  sewer  to  new  sewage  disposal  works, 
consisting  of  tanks,  and  one  circular  filter  30  feet  diameter,  this  work 
was  completed  in  1925. 

Villa  Real. — 70  houses  and  Hosiery  Factory.  The  purification  of 
the  sewage  from  this  place  has  been  by  land  irrigation,  but  owing  to 
the  nature  of  the  soil,  and  the  length  of  time  this  method  has  been  in 
operation,  the  results  were  not  satisfactory.  A  new  circular  filter  and 
other  improvements  are  now  in  hand. 

Bradley  Cottages,  Pont  View  etc. — 362  houses,  is  discharged  on  to 
land,  approximately  10  acres,  without  preliminary  treatment,  this 
arrangement  is  not  satisfactory,  although  no  complaint  of  serious 
pollution  of  the  Pont  Burn,  has  been  made.  Application  was  made  by 
this  Council  to  the  Consett  Iron  Co.  for  2  acres  of  land  for  the  purpose 
of  providing  sewage  works  for  this  Area.  The  application  was  not 
entertained,  and  it  was  suggested  by  the  Owners  of  the  land  that  as  new 
sewage  works  were  to  be  constructed  by  the  Leadgate  Urban  District 
Council,  for  the  new  houses  in  its  area,  a  Joint  Sewage  Scheme  should 
be  provided,  as  the  houses  in  the  two  areas  are  practically  adjacent. 
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This  course  has  been  adopted,  and  the  Surveyors  of  the  two  Councils 
have  been  instructed  to  prepare  plans  and  estimates  of  the  cost.  The 
site  of  the  proposed  works  is  in  a  field,  No.  573,  as  recommended  by 
the  Ministry  of  Health. 

Summerfield. — 20  houses.  The  drainage  from  these  houses  is 
discharged  on  to  land.  It  is  proposed  to  connect  this  drainage  to  the 
main  sewer  from  Derwentside  to  Croniwell  Sewage  Works. 

« 

Ebchestei. — On  account  of  the  number  of  new  houses  built  and  in 
course  of  erection  at  this  place  (East  side)  it  will  be  necessary  to 
provide  sewage  disposal  works,  in  the  near  future,  at  present  the 
drainage  is  discharged  on  to  land. 

Sewage  Caretakers  are  appointed  to  look  after  these  works  under 
the  control  of  the  Surveyors,  and  the  works  receive  daily  attention,  and 
on  the  whole  these  are  satisfactory. 

PUBLIC  CONVENIENCES. — Three  have  been  erected,  one  at 
Craghead,  one  at  Burnhope,  and  one  at  Hamsterley  Colliery. 

CLOSET  ACCOMMODATION. — 143  new  water  closets  were 
installed  during  the  year,  this  number  including  132  privy  conversions. 
The  present  closet  accommodation  in  your  Council’s  area  is  as  follows  : 


Water  Closets 
Ash  Closets 
Ashpit  Privies 


1,832 

3,590 

1,703 


For  some  years  your  Council  has  aimed  at  definitely  reducing  the 
convervancy  system,  and  during  the  past  five  years  the  average  annual 
conversion  rate  has  been  nearly  63. 

The  policy  your  Council  has  adopted  in  recent  years  is  to  assist 
owners  to  convert  privies  and  ash  closets  to  water  closets  by  contributing 
one-half  of  the  cost  of  each  conversion  (up  to  £4).  From  1920  to 
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1925,  317  conversions  have  been  made  and  but  for  industrial  depression 
coupled  with  high  rates  there  is  no  doubt  that  this  figure  would  have 
been  exceeded.  Owners  are  being  pressed  to  make  conversions 
whenever  sewers  and  water  supplies  are  available. 

SCAVENGING.- -In  the  Parishes  of  Cornsay,  Craghead,  Ebchester 
Esh,  Healeyfield,  Knitsley,  Lanchester,  Langley,  and  Medomsley  the 
Scavenging  is  done  by  contract  under  the  supervision  of  the  Inspectors 
The  Parishes  of  Greencroft,  Hedleyhope,  Muggleswick,  and  Satley, 
are  scavenged  by  the  Colliery  Owners  or  the  occupiers.  On  the  whole 
this  appears  to  be  performed  satisfactorily,  complaints  are  few,  and  are 
promptly  remedied. 
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Summary  of  Work  done  in  Sanitary  Inspector’s 

Department, 

Year  ending*  Dee.  31st,  1925. 


Informal 

Notices 
written  by 
Inspector. 

Formal 
Notices  by 
Order  of 
Local 
Authority. 

i 

Number  of 
Nuisances 
abated  after 
Notice. 

(  Foul  conditions  ... 

0 

0 

0 

Dwelling  houses  \ 

. 

and  <  Structural  defects 

915 

0 

290 

1 

Schools  J 

f  Overcrowding 

35 

0 

1 

Drainage 

60 

0 

58 

Yard  paving 

115 

0 

99 

Privy-middens 

192 

1 

192 

Cowsheds 

7 

0 

6 

Water  Supply 

i 

0 

1 

Deposits  ot  Refuse 

2 

1 

2 

Slaughter-houses... 

1 

0 

1 

Pigsties 

1 

0 

1 

Other  Nuisances 

21 

0 

21 

Totals... 

1350 

4 

, 

672 

\ 

SMOKE  ABATEMENT. — No  action  has  been  taken  or  deemed 
necessary  with  regard  to  Smoke  abatement  during  the  year. 

There  are  no  Offensive  Trades,  and  no  underground  seeping 
rooms  in  your  Council’s  Area. 


Inspection  of  Factories,  Workshops  and 

Workplaces. 


Premises, 

Inspections. 

Written 

Notices. 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted. 

Factories... 

9 

1 

nil 

Workshops 

33 

0 

nil 

Workplaces 

0 

0 

nil 

Total 

42 

1 

nil 
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Defects  found  in  Factories,  Workshops  and 

Workplaces. 


Number  of  Defects. 

Prosecutions. 

T3 

C 

3 

o 

fa 

Remedied. 

Referred  to 
H.M. 
Inspector. 

Nuisances  under  the  Public  Health  Acts... 
Want  of  Cleanliness 

Want  of  Ventilation 

Overcrowding 

Want  of  Drainage  of  Floors  . 

Other  Nuisances  . 

q  C  Insufficient 

am  ary  Unsuitable  or  Defective 

Accommodation  |  Not  Separate  for  Sexes 

nil 

6 

nil 

nil 

nil 

nil 

nil 

nil 

1 

nil 

6 

nil 

nil 

nil 

nil 

nil 

nil 

nil 

nil 

nil 

nil 

nil 

nil 

nil 

nil 

nil 

nil 

nil 

nil 

nil 

nil 

nil 

nil 

nil 

nil 

nil 

Total  .. 

7 

6 

nil 

nil 

REGISTERED  WORKSHOPS  in  your  Council’s  District  are  as 
follows  : — Bakers,  5;  Boot  Repairers,  9;  Dressmaking  and  Millinery,  4; 
Joiners  and  Undertakers,  8;  Motor  Repairers,  6 ;  Saddlery,  1 ;  Tailors, 
1  ;  Blacksmiths,  7  ;  Total,  41. 

SCHOOLS. — There  are  27  Schools  situated  within  your  area,  and 
a  further  one  is  in  the  course  of  erection  at  Knitsley.  Various  schools 
have  been  disinfected  during  the  year  specifically  for  Smallpox  and 
Scarlet  Fever.  The  School  at  East  Hedleyhope  was  visited  by  the 
Inspector  for  the  district  and  myself  in  connection  with  the  surface 
drainage  and  out  offices,  and  as  a  result  of  this,  representations  were 
made  to  the  County  Council  in  November,  1925.  Notice  was  received 
from  the  County  School  Medical  Officer  regarding  the  closure  of 
Muggleswick  C.E.  School  on  account  of  Influenza,  from  November  4th 
to  November  13th,  and  owing  to  the  presence  of  Smallpox  in  the 
Westwood  R.C.  School,  this  was  closed  by  arrangement  with  the 
County  School  Medical  Officer  for  two  weeks  in  November.  The 
circumstances  in  this  case  were  unusual,  children  attending  from  a  large 
number  of  districts  making  closure  desirable. 
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HOUSING. 

GENERAL  HOUSING  CONDITIONS.— There  is  still  a 
considerable  shortage  of  houses  as  evidenced  by  the  number  of 
applications  received  and  from  inspections  of  houses  occupied  by  more 
than  one  family.  From  1919  to  the  end  of  1925  your  Council  has  built 
223  houses,  and  private  enterprise  has  provided  734  houses,  a  total  of 
957.  The  population  of  the  district  at  the  1921  Census  was  34,460. 
and  the  population  of  the  district  given  by  the  Registrar  General  for 
1925,  was  36,090 

The  Council's  223  houses  are  distributed  in  Burnhope.  Langley 
Park,  Esh  Winning,  Lanchester,  Ebchester  and  Castleside.  The 
Consett  Iron  Co.,  has  been  responsible  for  the  greater  number  of  those 
erected  by  private  enterprise,  mainly  in  the  Parishes  of  Knitsley  and 
Medomsley,  but  this  has  not  relieved  overcrowding  ro  the  extent  one 
would  like,  partly  due  to  importations  from  other  parts  ot  the  County. 

OVERCROWDING. — The  inspection  of  houses  in  the  District 
commenced  towards  the  end  of  1925,  and  has  been  largely  interrupted 
since  owing  to  pressure  of  other  work.  As  far  as  can  be  gathered  from 
the  figures  available  for  the  work  completed,  overcrowding  has 
considerably  decreased  as  compared  with  the  figures  available  for 
previous  inspections  1914  and  1919. 

The  only  Parish  for  which  complete  figures  are  available  is  Green- 
croft,  and  this  together  with  a  large  part  of  Esh  is  given  in  the  table  below. 

I  feel  constrained  to  reserve  judgement  on  the  question  of  overcrowding 
until  the  complete  figures  are  available,  as  my  experience  in  connection 
with  the  Smallpox  epidemic  gives  me  the  impression  that  overcrowding 
is  very  rife,  at  anyrate  in  the  Hamsterley  Colliery,  Burnhope,  and 
Craghead  ^districts. 
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Place. 

Year. 

No.  of 

Houses 

No.  of 

Occupants 

Houses 

Over¬ 

crowded 

Perc  ent’ge 

of 

Over¬ 

crowding 

Greencroft 

1919 

71 

355 

20 

28-57 

(whole  parish) 

1925 

75 

350 

12 

16-00 

Esh  Hill  Top  ... 

1919 

60 

260 

11 

18*33 

1925 

60 

262 

5 

8-62 

Esh  Colliery 

1919 

108 

657 

53 

49'08 

1925 

108 

589 

36 

33-33 

Esh  Village 

1919 

108 

528 

26 

24-07 

1925 

112 

471 

12 

1071 

Ushaw  Moor  Colliery 

1919 

105 

535 

36 

34-28 

1925 

114 

567 

44 

38-93 

Ushaw  Moor  (East) 

1919 

113 

538 

17 

15-00 

1925 

113 

494 

14 

12-39 

Commercial  Street 

1919 

76 

311 

2 

2-63 

1925 

75 

310 

{ 

1-35 

Esh  Winning  ... 

1919 

276 

1353 

34 

12-31 

1925 

301 

1340 

19 

6-31 

Langley  Park  ... 

1919 

149 

595 

11 

7-38 

1925 

151 

566 

10 

6-62 
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The  following  table  gives  the  available  figures  for  the  whole  district 
for  1914  and  1919,  together  with  the  number  of  houses  already  built  or 
contemplated  by  the  Council  and  by  Private  Enterprise  since  1919. 
In  most  cases  building  has  commenced  with  the  houses  ‘•Contemplated.” 


Parish. 

No.  of 

Houses 

No.  of 
Occupants. 

Plouses 

Overcrowded. 

Percentage  ol 

Overcrowding. 

Local 

Authorit) 

Private 
r  Enterprise 

Built 

Contemplated 

Built 

Contemplated 

Cornsay  ... 

1914 

414 

2069 

104 

;  25-10 

1919 

414 

1802 

76 

18-30 

nil 

nil 

nil 

nil 

Craghead 

1914 

755 

4558 

314 

i  41-40 

1919 

807 

4665 

279 

34-74 

nil 

120 

118 

10 

Ebchester 

1914 

154 

510 

3 

1-90 

1919 

157 

656 

8 

5-09 

17 

36 

2 

1 

Esh 

1914 

1969 

9600 

282 

14-30 

1919 

1963 

9829 

387 

19-71 

94 

82 

17 

9 

Greencroft 

1914 

72 

353 

13 

18-00 

1919 

71 

355 

20 

28'57 

nil 

nil 

1 

1 

liealeyfield 

1914 

208 

1024 

14 

6-70 

1919 

234 

1060 

29 

12-39 

8 

8 

1 

nil 

Hedleyhope 

1914 

240 

SOS 

49 

20-40 

1919 

240 

1114 

37 

15-40 

nil 

nil 

nil 

nil 

Knitsley  ... 

1914 

201 

655 

11 

5-40 

1919 

151 

611 

20 

13-20 

nil 

nil 

306 

nil 

Lanchester 

1914 

848 

4485 

179 

21-00 

1919 

836 

4399 

188 

22-48 

24 

2 

35 

nil 

Langley  ... 

1914 

115 

668 

16 

13-90 

1919 

121 

659 

31 

26-90 

80 

14 

33 

nil 

Medomsley 

1914 

1240 

6221 

213 

17-10 

1919 

1242 

5875 

248 

19-96 

nil 

50 

214 

100 

Muggleswick 

1914 

84 

367 

4 

4-70 

919 

83 

363 

6 

7-20 

nil 

nil 

6 

nil 

Satley 

1914 

65 

302 

1 

1-50 

1919 

64 

264 

5  1 

7'80 

nil 

nil 

1 

2 
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The  chiel  causes  of  overcrowding  are  the  lack  of  houses  to  meet 
the  demand,  the  limited  accommodation  of  many  of  the  existing  houses, 
and  frequently  the  inability  of  the  would-be  householders  to  pay  the 
economic  rent  of  the  house,  leading  to  the  practice  of  two  or  more 
families  occupying  one  dwellings  There  are  at  present  about  800  app¬ 
lications  on  the  list  tor  Ccuncil  Houses  throughout  the  District. 

FITNESS  OF  HOUSES. — There  are  7,392  houses  in  the  District 
the  great  majority  of  which  are  working  class  dwellings.  The  general 
standard  cannot  be  regarded  as  meeting  with  modern  ideas  of  housing 
conditions,  particularly  as  applied  to  the  older  Colliery  Villages,  on  the 
other  hand  in  houses  of  more  recent  design  the  standard  is  satisfactory. 

In  the  case  of  many  houses  these  conditions  are  simply  a  question 
of  property  which  would  have  been  demolished  except  for  the  abnormal 
demand  for  houses  experienced  in  recent  years. 

GENERAL  ACTION  AS  REGARDS  UNFIT  HOUSES.— 
Trade  conditions  have  seriously  affected  the  small  property  owner  who 
often  has  the  utmost  difficulty  in  collecting  the  rent  and  rates.  x411 
improvements  to  properties  are  arranged  by  negotiations  with  the 
owners.  As  repairs  are  effected  the  tenants  are  asked  to  co-operate  in 
keeping  the  property  in  good  condition  and  in  the  case  of  water  closet 
conversions  the  various  fittings  are  explained  by  your  Inspectors. 
Most  of  the  private  houses  in  the  district  are  owned  by  the  various 
Colliery  Companies  who  maintain  their  own  staffs  of  men  in  property 
repairs.  In  the  majority  of  cases  tenants  respond  to  improved  sanitary 
conditions,  but  there  are  unfortunately  numbers  of  every  careless  and 
dirty  tenants  who  are  very  difficult  to  deal  with,  and  who  need  constant 
supervision.  There  are  126  back  to  back  houses  in  the  Area.  The 
drawbacks  associated  with  this  class  of  property  are  so  well-known  that 
further  comment  is  unnecessary.  All  new  properties  are  provided  with 
water  closets  and  ash  bins  and  water  mains,  gas  or  electric  mains  are 
available  practically  throughout  the  Area. 


UNHEALTHY  AREAS. — No  action  has  been  taken  during  the 
year  regarding  unhealthy  areas. 

BYELAWS  RELATING  TO  HOUSES  LET  IN  LODGINGS 
AND  TENTS  AND  VANS  AND  SHEDS.— There  are  no  byelaws 
in  force  in  your  district  in  regard  to  these  matters.  The  absence  of 
such  byelaws  makes  it  very  difficult  to  deal  with  this  type  of  dwelling 
and  it  would  be  advisable  to  give  the  matter  consideration. 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 


One  of  the  most  important  phases  of  Public  Health  work  is  in 
regard  to  ensuring  sound  and  wholesome  food  supplies  for  the 
Community.  Inspection  of  ah  Milk  purveyors,  and  Meat  inspection  at 
all  slaughter-houses  is  not  practicable,  however  desirable,  in  a  large 
and  scattered  district  like  yours,  under  present  conditions.  As  a 
routine  practice  the  Inspectors  upon  visiting  a  district  in  which  a 
slaughter-house  is  situated,  endeavour  to  visit  that  at  the  same  time. 
The  cowsheds  are  visited  periodically  to  ensure  that  they  are  complying 
with  the  regulations.  In  view  of  recent  legislation  it  will  be  advisable 
to  allocate  a  proportion  of  the  Inspector’s  time  to  a  more  systematic 
supervision  of  these  places,  as  some  of  those  I  have  visited  personally, 
are  far  from  ideal. 

MILK  SUPPLY. — There  are  two  registered  milkshops  in  the 
district,  apart  from  these  the  whole  of  the  milk  supply  is  purveyed  by 
farmers,  who  in  the  majority  of  cases  act  as  Wholesalers  and  retailers 
of  milk,  and  are  registered  as  such.  A  fair  quantity  of  milk  is  supplied 
in  sealed  bottles,  but  in  no  case  is  milk  supplied  under  any  special 
designation.  There  are  188  Cowsheds  in  the  district.  No  action  was 
taken  during  the  year  in  regard  to  Tuberculous  milk  or  Tuberculous 
cattle. 

MEAT. — There  are  28  Registered  and  Licenced  Slaughter-Houses 
in  the  Area,  and  when  possible  meat  inspection  is  carried  out  at  the 
time  of  slaughter.  The  bulk  of  slaughtering  in  your  Council’s  Area 
is  carried  out  on  Mondays  and  Tuesdays  with  occasional  slaughtering 
up  to  Friday.  No  arrangements  have  been  made  for  the  marking  of 
meat  under  the  Public  Health  (Meat)  Regulations,  1924.  Practically 
the  whole  of  the  Butchers  have  arranged  regular  slaughtering  hours. 
The  shops  in  your  Council’s  Area  are  fairly  well  kept  and  the  various 
vehicles  carrying  meat  about  the  Area  are  of  good  type. 

Under  the  revised  byelaws  which  came  into  operation  in  August, 
1925,  the  use  of  the  Humane  Killer  was  made  compulsory  in  the 
Slaughter-Houses  throughout  your  district. 


SLAUGHTER  HOUSES. 


1920.  January  1925.  December  1925. 
Registered  and  Licenced  28  28  28 

During  the  year  under  review  the  following  meat  and  food  was 
destroyed  owing  to  same  being  diseased  or  otherwise  unfit  for  human 
consumption : — 

English  Beef  ...  2  Carcases.  (Tuberculosis) 

BAKEHOUSES. — There  are  5  bakehouses  in  your  Council’s 
Area  and  a  good  standard  of  cleanliness  is  observed.  The  sanitary 
arrangements  are  satisfactory,  giving  the  employees  every  facility  for 
observing  personal  cleanliness.  None  of  these  places  are  underground. 


PREVALENCE  OF  AND  CONTROL  OVER 
INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 


During  the  year  1925,  518  cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  (exclusive 
of  tuberculosis)  were  notified.  This  is  a  great  increase  of  the  figures 
for  the  previous  years  under  review.  It  is  accounted  for  partly  by  the 
addition  of  Chickenpox  to  the  list  of  notifiable  diseases,  as  a  result  of 
the  appearance  of  Smallpox,  which  accounts  together  with  Smallpox 
for  51*2  per  cent  of  the  total  notifications. 

Smallpox  re-appeared  in  May,  1925  in  your  District  after  an 
absence  of  several  years,  and  up  to  the  end  of  the  year  63  cases  were 
notified  and  removed  to  the  Smallpox  Hospital,  at  Maiden  Law. 

The  usual  steps  as  regards  disinfection  of  house,  clothing,  bedding, 
etc.,  were  adopted,  together  with  supervision,  vaccination  or  re¬ 
vaccination  of  contacts,  where  consent  could  be  obtained. 

A  considerable  anti-vaccination  element  appears  to  exist, 
throughout  the  district,  which  greatly  handicaps  the  prevention  of  this 
disease,  a  fact  which  is  the  more  regrettable  because  of  preventable 
diseases,  Smallpox  is  probably  the  easiest  to  prevent  if  the  population 
themselves  would  assist  the  Health  Officers  in  the  measures  designed 
to  stamp  it  out.  Whatever  their  views  before  admission  to  Hospital 
may  have  been,  my  experience  is  that  they  come  out  as  confirmed 
vaccinators,  the  result  being  that  after  a  few  months  of  the  Epidemic 
in  a  district— large  numbers  of  the  susceptible  population  become 
vaccinated  and  the  incidence  diminishes  proportionately.  It  has 
sometimes  been  necessary  to  remove  a  second,  third,  or  even  fourth 
case  from  a  household  before  the  preventative  value  of  vaccination 
and  re-vaccination  is  realised. 

The  incidence  on  the  unvaccinated  in  a  family  some  of  whom  are, 
and  others  are  not  vaccinated  has  frequently  been  observed,  particularly 
in  regard  to  Ex.-Service  members  of  the  family  who  were  re-vaccinated 
during  the  war  period,  no  case  having  occurred  in  your  district  in  a 
re-vaccinated  Ex.-Service  man  in  spite  of  the  frequent  contacts. 
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The  following  table  gives  the  ages  and  vaccinal  state  of  53  of  the 
total  cases,  of  which  records  are  available  :  — 


Age 

Cases 

Vaccinated 

Not  Vaccinated 

Under  1  year 

2 

0 

2 

1  to  2  years 

4 

0  _ 

4 

4  to  5  „ 

1 

0  - 

1 

5  to  6  ,, 

3 

0 

*■> 

<j 

6  to  7  „ 

1 

0 

1 

9  to  10  ,, 

1 

0 

1 

10  to  11  ,, 

4 

0 

4 

11  to  12  ,, 

3 

0 

3 

12  to  13  „ 

4 

0 

4 

13  to  14  ,, 

5 

0 

5 

14  to  15  ,, 

4 

0 

4 

15  to  20  „ 

7 

(Age  20  years)  1 

6 

20  to  30  ,, 

5 

(Age  29  years)  1 

4 

30  to  40  ,, 

3 

(Age  36  years)  1 

2 

Over  40  „ 

6 

4 

2 

53 

7 

46 

Average  age  of  cases  who  had  been  vaccinated  in  infancy  46T 
years.  26  of  the  cases  were  in  children  of  school  age  all  unvaccinated. 
No  cases  occurred  in  a  re-vaccinated  person,  e.g.,  Ex. -Service  Men, 
School  Teachers,  etc. 

DIPHTHERIA  ANTI-TOXIN. — Arrangements  are  made  for 
the  supply  of  Anti-toxin  at  your  Council’s  cost  to  Medical  Practiti¬ 
oners  in  the  District.  This  in  freely  made  use  of  and  its  timely  use 
undoubtedly  has  a  beneficial  effect. 

PATHOLOGICAL  AND  BACTERIOLOGICAL  EXAMINA¬ 
TIONS. — arrangements  between  the  Durham  County  Council  and  the 
Bacteriological  Department  of  the  College  of  Medicine,  Newcastle-on- 
Tyne,  are  available  for  the  Medical  Practitioners  of  your  Area.  The 
majority  of  the  Local  Practitioners  make  use  of  this,  especially  in 
regard  to  the  examination  of  Sputa  for  Tubercle  Bacilli,  and  throat 
swabs  fcr  the  Diphtheria  Bacillus. 
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No  use  has  been  made  of  the  Schick  and  Dick  tests  in  Diphtheria 
and  Scarlet  Fever  up  to  the  present  time.  Artifical  methods  of  imm¬ 
unisation  against  these  diseases  have  not  been  used. 

Public  Health  (Smallpox  Prevention)  Regulations,  1917.  Number 
of  primary  vaccinations  performed  by  the  M.O.H.  under  the  above 
regulations  during  1925,  96,  Number  of  re-vaccinations  1925,  85. 

NON-NOTIFIABLE  ACUTE  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES.— 
Influenza  has  appeared  in  the  early  months  of  the  year  during  the  last 
five  years.  Though  of  mild  type  it  appears  to  be  exceedingly  infecti¬ 
ous  and  bulks  largely  in  sickness  claims  for  National  Health  Insurance 
Benefits  and  is  frequently  the  forerunner  of  more  serious  respiratory 
disease.  Overcrowding  and  bad  ventilation  aid  in  its  spread,  and  its 
presence,  frequently  in  epidemic  form,  deserves  the  consideration  of  all 
concerned  in  Public  Health  Work- 

10  deaths  were  certified  as  due  to  Influenza  during  1925,  against 
21  in  1924,  8  in  1923,  28  in  1922,  and  9  in  1921. 

ARRANGEMENTS  FOR  DISINFECTION,  ETC.— In  the 
case  of  Smallpox,  the  clothing  and  bedding  of  the  infected  person  are 
removed  to  the  Smallpox  Hospital  and  treated  by  the  steam  disinfector 
available  there.  The  houses  are  disinfected  under  the  supervision  of 
the  Sanitary  Inspectors  by  Formalin  spray  or  Sulphur  Dioxide. 

In  the  case  of  other  Infectious  Disases  the  whole  of  the  disinfec¬ 
tion  necessary  is  performed  on  the  premises  supervised  by  the  Sanitary 
Inspectors  who  also  give  instructions  as  to  the  disposal  of  infected 
articles,  etc. 


NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES 


The  following  Table  shows  the  numbers  of  cases  of  Notifiable 
Diseases  (other  than  Tuberculosis)  reported  during  the  year  1925. 


Disease. 

Total 

Cases 

Notified. 

Cases 
Admitted 
to  Hospital 

Total 

Deaths. 

Small  Pox 

63 

63 

0 

Scarlet  Fever 

157 

156 

3 

1  Diphtheria 

46 

46 

0 

1  Enteric  Fever  (including 

Para-Typhoid)  ... 

3 

3 

0 

Puerperal  Fever 

1 

0 

0 

Acute  Pneumonia  ... 

23 

0 

50 

Ophthalmia 

3 

0 

0 

Erysipelas 

22 

0 

0 

Polioencephalitis 

1 

f 

0 

Chicken  Pox 

- - — - 

199 

0 

0 

Infectious  Diseases  Notified  during*  the  last 

Five  Years. 


Disease. 

1921 

1922 

1923 

1924 

1925 

Small  Pox 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

63 

Diphtheria  ... 

•  •  • 

105 

23 

26 

63 

46 

Scarlet  Fever 

•  •  4 

162 

89 

108 

183 

157 

Erysipelas 

•  •  • 

14 

14 

8 

14 

22 

Acute  Pneumonia 

•  •  • 

4 

53 

18 

14 

23 

Ophthalmia  ... 

•  •  • 

4 

6 

3 

2 

3 

Puerperal  Fever 

Chicken  Pox  (not  notifiable 

•  •  • 

1 

0 

1 

0 

1 

until  1925) 

0 

0 

7 

28 

199 

37 


Age  of  occurrence  of  Infectious  Diseases 

during*  1925. 


Disease, 

j  Under  1  year 

1-2  years 

2-3  years 

3-4  years 

4-5  years 

5-10  years 

10-15  years 

15-20  years 

20-35  years 

35-45  years 

45-65  years 

65  years  &  over 

Total 

Scarlet  Fever 

2 

9 

9 

15 

28 

46 

31 

10 

5 

2 

157 

Diphtheria 

,  .  , 

2 

2 

4 

4 

16 

6 

6 

4 

1 

1 

... 

46 

Chicken  Pox 

8 

14 

13 

27 

54 

71 

11 

... 

1 

199 

Small  Pox 

2 

4 

1 

9 

18 

11 

6 

3 

9 

63 

Acute  Pneumonia 

l 

3 

1 

o 

O 

2 

1 

1 

2 

6 

3 

23 

Erysipelas 

1 

1 

... 

•  •  • 

... 

... 

2 

... 

2 

12 

4 

22 

Ophthalmia 

3 

... 

•  •  • 

.  •  . 

.  „ 

... 

.  .  . 

... 

.  .  . 

.  .  „ 

•  . 

,  , 

3 

Enteric  Fever 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

1 

... 

... 

1 

1 

... 

3 

Arrangement  of  the  different  Infectious  Diseases 
in  the  various  Parishes  notified  in  1925. 


Disease. 

Cornsay 

Craghead 

Ebchester 

Esh 

Greencroft 

Healeyfield 

Fledleyhope 

Knitsley 

Lanchester 

i 

|  Langley 

Medomsley 

Muggleswick 

Satley 

Small  Pox 

2 

2 

... 

3 

1 

55 

Scarlet  Fever 

2 

25 

4 

30 

3 

8 

2 

21 

22 

2 

38 

... 

Diphtheria 

6 

13 

7 

... 

... 

1 

4 

1 

... 

14 

•  .  » 

Chicken  Pox 

58 

2 

15 

49 

2 

2 

27 

24 

... 

20 

... 

Erysipelas 

... 

3 

1 

6 

... 

1 

4 

4 

... 

2 

1 

Pneumonia 

5 

1 

2 

3 

... 

... 

4 

1 

7 

Enteric  Fever 

# 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

2 

... 

•  *  • 

... 

... 

•  •  . 

1 

Puerperal  Fever... 

.  •  . 

•  •  • 

.  •  . 

1 

.  •  • 

.  •  • 

... 

... 

... 

•  •• 

... 

Ophthalmia 

.  •  • 

1 

... 

2 

... 

.  •  - 

... 

•  •  • 

... 

.  , 

... 

Polioencephalitis 

1 

... 

... 

.  .  . 

... 

... 

... 

... 

•  • 

. . . 

•••• 

TUBERCULOSIS. 

New  Cases  and  Mortality  during  1925. 


New 

Cases. 

Deaths. 

Age 

Periods. 

Pulmonary. 

Non-Pulmonary 

Pulmonary. 

Non-Pulmonary. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

0 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  *  » 

«  •  • 

1 

1 

•  •  • 

2 

3 

•  •  • 

1 

•  •  • 

5 

t  •  • 

1 

2 

4 

... 

1 

10 

2 

4 

4 

1 

. . . 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

15 

1 

3 

2 

2 

•  •  • 

•  • 

•  •  • 

20 

4 

3 

•  ♦ 

2 

3 

1 

.  .  . 

1 

25 

4 

5 

1 

•  •  • 

2 

1 

» •  • 

•  •  • 

35 

4 

1 

•  •  . 

1 

1 

1 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

45 

3 

1 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

1 

•  •• 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

55 

1 

2 

1 

.  • 

•  •  • 

•  • 

•  •  • 

65 

•  •  . 

•  •  • 

... 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  • 

Totals 

20 

20 

12 

13 

7 

3 

1 

2 

OPHTHALMIA  NEONATORUM. 


CASES. 

Vision 

Un¬ 

impaired 

Vision 

Impaired 

Total 

Blindness 

Deaths 

Notified. 

Treated 

At 

Home 

In 

Hospital 

n 

J 

0 

nil 

3 

nil 

nil 

nil 

39 


HOUSING  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  YEAR 

1925. 


Number  of  new  houses  erected  during  the  year  . — 

{a)  Total  (including  numbers  given  separately  under  (5)  225 

(#)  With  State  assistance  under  the  Housing  Acts  : 

(i)  By  the  Local  Authority  ...  ...  ...  30 

(ii)  By  other  bodies  or  persons  ..  ...  ...  158 

(iii)  „  „  „  „  „  without  State  Assistance  37 


1.  Unfit  Dwelling-Houses. 

Inspection — (1)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected 

for  housing  defects  (under  Public  Health 
or  Housing  Acts)  ...  ...  97 


(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were 
inspected  and  recorded  under  the  Housing 
(Inspection  of  District)  Regulations,  1910 
or  the  Housing  Consolidated  Regulations, 


1925 


834 


(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in 
a  state  so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health 

as  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation  ...  1 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of 

those  referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub¬ 
head)  found  not  to  be  in  all  respects 
reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  ...  16 


2.  Remedy  of  defects  without  Service  of  formal  Notices. 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in 
consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority 
or  their  Officers  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 


40 


3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers. 

A.  — Proceedings  under  section  3  of  the  Housing  Act,  1925. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  repairs...  ...  nil 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered 
fit  after  service  of  formal  notices 

(a)  By  owners  ...  ...  ...  nil 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  nil 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 
Closing  Orders  became  operative  in  pursuance  of 
declarations  by  owners  of  intention  to  close  ...  nil 

B.  — Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 
notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  nil 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects  were 
remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices  : 

(a)  By  owners  ...  ...  ...  nil 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  nil 

C.  — Proceedings  under  section  11,  14,  and  15  of  the 

Housing  Act,  1925. 

(1)  Number  of  representations  made  with  a  view  to  the 

making  of  Closing  Orders  ...  ...  nil 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Closing  Orders  were  made  ...  ...  nil 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Closing  Orders  were  determined,  the  dwelling- 

houses  have  been  rendered  fit  ...  ...  nil 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  ...  ...  nil 

(5)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in  pursuance 

of  Demolition  Orders  ...  ...  nil 


